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ACADIA DIVINITY COLLEGE

BIBL 6023—INTRODUCTION TO THE APOSTOLIC AGE

Craig A. Evans, Professor

Winter Semester 2008 (9 Jan – 4 April 2008)

WF 8.30–9.50 AM — Room 201

A.
Course Description: 

This course offers an introduction to the New Testament books, from Acts to Revelation, in their literary, historical, and cultural context. 

B.
Course Objectives: 

The student who completes this course of study should be able to:

1.
Survey the principal themes of the NT writings.

2.
Understand the theological contributions of the respective NT writers.

3.
Communicate the issues surrounding the themes, authorship, theological 


purposes, readership, and context of the NT writings.

4.
Interact with critical approaches and methods in New Testament studies.

5.
Survey the intertestamental history preceding the writing of the NT.

6.
Develop a theology of Christian discipleship and leadership.

C.
Requirements of the Course: 

1.
Midterm exam – scheduled: Friday 7 March 2008 20% 

2.
Exegesis paper – due: Friday 4 April 2008 40% 

3.
Textbook Reading Requirement – due: Friday 4 April 2008 10% 

4.
Final Exam (to be announced): 30% 

D.
Textbooks for the Course: 

1.
Evans, Craig A., ed., Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Vol. 2: Acts–Philemon. Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Publications, 2004.

2.
Evans, Craig A., ed., Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Vol. 3: Writings of John and General Letters. Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Publications, 2004.

3.
Hawthorne, Gerald F., Martin, Ralph P., eds. Dictionary of Paul and His Epistles (Leicester and Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993.

E.
Recommended Texts (in the library): 

1.
Dunn, J. D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.
2.
Fitzmyer, J. A. The Acts of the Apostles. AB 31. New York: Doubleday, 1998.

3.
Martin, R. P. and Davids, P. H. eds. Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1997. 
F.
Related Publications by Professor Evans: 
  1.
“The Prophetic Setting of the Pentecost Sermon,” Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft 74 (1983) 148–50. Revised and reprinted in C. A. Evans and J. A. Sanders, Luke and Scripture: The Function of Sacred Tradition in Luke-Acts (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993) 212–24.

  2.
“Paul and the Hermeneutics of ‘True Prophecy’: A Study of Romans 9–11,” Biblica 65 (1984) 560–70.
  3. 
Review of D. J. Williams, Acts: A Good News Commentary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985), in Crux 24, no. 4 (1988) 18–19.
  4.
Review of R. B. Hays, Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1989), in Catholic Biblical Quarterly 53 (1991) 496–98.

  5.
Editor, with J. A. Sanders, Paul and the Scriptures of Israel (JSNTSup 83; SSEJC 1; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993).

  6.
“‘It is not as though the Word of God had Failed’: An Introduction to Paul and the Scriptures of Israel,” in C. A. Evans and J. A. Sanders (eds.), Paul and the Scriptures of Israel (JSNTSup 83; SSEJC 1; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993) 13–17.

  7.
“Listening for Echoes of Interpreted Scripture,” in C. A. Evans and J. A. Sanders (eds.), Paul and the Scriptures of Israel (JSNTSup 83; SSEJC 1; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993) 47–51.

  8.
“Ascending and Descending with a Shout: Psalm 47.6 and 1 Thessalonians 4.16,” in C. A. Evans and J. A. Sanders (eds.), Paul and the Scriptures of Israel (JSNTSup 83; SSEJC 1; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993) 238–53.

  9.
“Paul as Prophet,” in G. F. Hawthorne et al. (eds.), Dictionary of Paul and His Epistles (Leicester and Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993) 762–65. Italian translation: “Profeta, Paolo come,” in G. F. Hawthorne, R. P. Martin, and D. G. Reid (eds.), Dizionario di Paolo e delle sue lettre (Milan: San Paolo, 1999) 1234–38.

10.
Editor, with S. E. Porter, The Pauline Writings: A Sheffield Reader (BibSem 34; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995).

11.
Review of S. E. Porter, Katallavssw in Ancient Greek Literature, with Reference to the Pauline Writings (Estudios de Filología Neotestamentaria 5; Córdo​ba: Ediciones El Almendro, 1994), in Journal for the Study of the New Testament 57 (1995) 124.

12.
“From Gospel to Gospel: The Function of Isaiah in the New Testament,” in C. C. Broyles and C. A. Evans (eds.), Writing and Reading the Scroll of Isaiah: Studies of an Interpretive Tradition (VTSup 70.2; FIOTL 1.2; Leiden: Brill, 1997) 651–91, esp. 682–91.
13. 
Review of C. H. Talbert, Reading Acts: A Literary and Theological Commen​tary on the Acts of the Apostles (New York: Crossroad, 1997), in Theological Studies 59 (1998) 364–65.

14.
Editor, with B. D. Chilton, James the Just and Christian Origins (NovTSup 98; Leiden: Brill, 1999).

15.
“Jesus and James: Martyrs of the Temple,” in B. Chilton and C. A. Evans (eds.), James the Just and Christian Origins (NovTSup 98; Leiden: Brill, 1999) 233–49.

16.
“Paul and the Prophets: Prophetic Criticism in the Epistle to the Romans,” in S. Soderlund and N. T. Wright (eds.), Romans and the People of God: Essays in Honor of Gordon D. Fee on the Occasion of his 65th Birthday (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999) 115-28.

17.
“Root Causes of the Jewish–Christian Rift: From Jesus to Justin,” in S. E. Porter and B. W. R. Pearson (eds.), Christian–Jewish Relations through the Centuries (JSNTSup 192; Roehampton Institute London Papers 6; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000) 20–35.

18.
“New Testament Use of the Old Testament,” in T. D. Alexander and B. Rosner (eds.), New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Leicester: InterVarsity Press, 2000) 72–80.

19.
“Comparing Judaisms: Qumranic, Rabbinic, and Jacobean Judaisms Compared,” in B. D. Chilton and Jacob Neusner (eds.), The Brother of Jesus: James the Just and His Mission (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001) 161–83.

20.
“Abraham in the Dead Sea Scrolls: A Man of Faith and Failure,” in P. W. Flint (ed.), The Bible at Qumran: Text, Shape, and Inter​pretation (Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Related Literature 5; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 149–58.

21.
“Polemics or Anti–Semitism? The New Testament and First–Century Judaism,” Mishkan 34 (2001) 80–94.

22.
“Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Second Readings: Acts and the Epistles (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 410–12.

23.
Review of R. J. Bauckham, James (New Testament Readings; London: Routledge, 1999), in Interpretation 55 (2001) 92.

24.
Review of C. F. Sleeper, James (Abingdon New Testament Commentaries; Nashville: Abingdon, 1998), in Interpretation 55 (2001) 322–24.

25.
“Studies in Paul,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 12 (2002) 284–85.

26.
“On the Recently Discovered James Ossuary,” DavarLogos 2 (2003) 65–72.

27.
Editor, From Prophecy to Testament: The Function of the Old Testament in the New (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2004) xx + 280 pp.

28.
“The Aramaic Psalter and the New Testament: Praising the Lord in History and Prophecy,” in C. A. Evans (ed.), From Prophecy to Testament: The Function of the Old Testament in the New (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2004) 44–91.

29.
Editor, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Volume 2: Acts—Philemon (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Publications, 2004).

30.
“The Old Testament in the New,” in S. McKnight and G. R. Osborne (eds.), The Face of New Testament Studies: A Survey of Recent Research (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic; Leicester: Apollos, 2004) 130–45.

31.
Review of T. J. Horner, Listening to Trypho: Justin Martyr’s Dialogue Reconsidered (CBET 28; Leuven: Peeters, 2001), in Journal for the Study of Judaism 35 (2004) 319–20.

32.
“Recent Work in the Letters of Paul,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 14 (2004) 133–34.

33.
Ancient Texts for New Testament Studies: A Guide to the Background Literature (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2005) xxxvi + 539 pp.

34.
Editor, with B. D. Chilton, The Missions of James, Peter, and Paul: Tensions in Early Christianity (NovTSup 115; Leiden: Brill, 2005).

35.
“A Fishing Boat, a House, and an Ossuary: What Can We Learn from the Artifacts?” in B. D. Chilton and C. A. Evans (eds.), Tensions in Early Christianity: The Missions of James, Peter, and Paul (NovTSup 115; Leiden: Brill, 2005) 211–31.

36.
Editor, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Volume 3: John’s Gospel, Hebrews–Revelation (Colorado Springs: Cook Publications, 2005).

37.
“James,” with D. R. Lockett, in C. A. Evans (ed.), The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Volume 3: John’s Gospel, Hebrews–Revelation (Colora​do Springs: Cook Publications, 2005) 257–87.

38.
“Paul and ‘Works of Law’ Language in Late Antiquity,” in S. E. Porter (ed.), Paul and His Opponents (Pauline Studies 2; Leiden: Brill, 2005) 201–26.

39.
“Jewish Interpretation,” in K. J. Vanhoozer et al. (eds.), Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible (London: SPCK; Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005) 380–84.

40.
“Studies in Second Temple Judaism and Context,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 15 (2005) 114–17.

41.
“Jewish Burial Traditions and the Resurrection of Jesus,” Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus 3 (2005) 233–48.

42.
“Studies in Second Temple Judaism and Context,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 15 (2005) 114–17. 

43.
Review of H.-J. Klauck, Magic and Paganism in Early Christianity: The World of Acts of the Apostles (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003), in Theological Studies 66 (2005) 712–13.

44.
Editor, with J. J. Collins, Christian Beginnings and the Dead Sea Scrolls (Acadia Studies in Bible and Theology; Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2006) 144 pp.

45.
“Paul the Exorcist and Healer,” in S. E. Porter (ed.), Paul and His Theology (Pauline Studies 3; Leiden: Brill, 2006) 363–79.

46.
“Messianic Hopes and Messianic Figures in Late Antiquity,” Journal for Greco-Roman Christianity and Judaism 3 (2006) 9–40.

47.
Review of T. Holland, Contours of Pauline Theology: A Radical New Survey of the Influence on Paul’s Biblical Writings (Ross-shire, Scotland: Mentor, 2004), in Catholic Biblical Quarterly 68 (2006) 146–47.

48.
Review of R. S. Sugirtharajah (ed.), Wilderness: Essays in Honour of Frances Young (LNTS 295; London and New York: T & T Clark International, 2005), in Bulletin for Biblical Research 16 (2006) 360–61.

49.
Review of A. Weissenrieder et al. (eds.), Picturing the New Testament: Studies in Ancient Visual Images (WUNT II/193; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2005), in Bulletin for Biblical Research 16 (2006) 361–63.

50.
“A Pauline Spring,” Biblical Archaeological Review 33/3 (2007) 70–72.

51.
Review of B. Abasciano, Paul’s Use of the Old Testament in Romans 9.1–9: An Intertextual and Theological Exegesis (LNTS 301; London and New York: T & T Clark International, 2006), in Catholic Biblical Quarterly 69 (2007) 139–40.

52.
Review of J. Mrázek and J. Roskovec (eds.), Testimony and Interpretation: Early Christology in its Judeo-Hellenistic Milieu. Studies in Honor of Petr Pokorný (LNTS 272; London and New York: T & T Clark, 2004), in Bulletin for Biblical Research 17 (2007) 179–81.

53.
“The Pseudepigrapha and the Problem of Background ‘Parallels’ in the Study of the Acts of the Apostles,” in J. H. Charlesworth and G. S. Oegema (eds.), The Pseudepigrapha and Christian Origins: Essays from the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (Jewish and Christian Texts in Contexts and Related Studies; London and New York: T & T Clark International, forthcoming).

54.
“Ephesians 5:18–19 and Religious Intoxication in the World of Paul,” in S. E. Porter (ed.), Paul and His World (Pauline Studies 4; Leiden: Brill, forthcoming). 
G.
Lecture and Assigned Reading Schedule (from Hawthorne and Martin [eds.], Dictionary of Paul and His Epistles): 

Weeks One–Two:


Book of Acts


Reading: “Antioch on the Orontes” (pp. 23–25); “Conversion and Call of Paul” (pp. 156–63); “Chronology of Paul” (pp. 115–23); “Itineraries, Travel Plans, Journeys, Apostolic Parousia” (pp. 446–56); “Travel in the Roman World” (pp. 945–46); “Financial Support“ (pp. 295–300); “Paul in Acts and Letters” (pp. 679–92); “Paul in Early Church Tradition” (pp. 692–95); “Paul and His Interpreters” (pp. 666–79)

Weeks Three–Four:


Paul and His World


Reading: “Jew, Paul the” (pp. 503–11); “Prophet, Paul as” (pp. 762–65); “Opponents of Paul” (pp. 644–53); “Church” (pp. 123–31); “Church Order and Government” (pp. 131–37); “Coworkers, Paul and His” (pp. 183–89); “Emperors, Roman” (pp. 233–35); “Civil Authority” (pp. 141–43); “Political Systems” (pp. 718–23); “Jerusalem” (pp. 463–74); “Mission” (pp. 608–19); “Religions, Greco-Roman” (pp. 786–96); “Hellenism” (pp. 383–88); “Philosophy” (pp. 713–18); “Social Setting of  Mission Churches” (pp. 883–92); “Revolutionary Movements” (pp. 812–19)

Week Five:


Pauline Letters I


Reading: “Letters, Letter Forms” (pp. 550–53); “Thessalonians” (pp. 932–39); “Eschatology” (pp. 253–69); “Man of Lawlessness” (pp. 593–94); “Resurrection” (pp. 805–12);  “Immortality” (pp. 431–33); “Wrath, Destruction” (991–93);  “Corinthians” (pp. 164–79); “Apollos” (pp. 37–39); “Collection for the Saints” (pp. 143–47); “Man and Woman” (pp. 583–92); “Marriage and Divorce, Adultery and Incest” (pp. 594–601); “Gifts of the Spirit” (pp. 339–47);  “Tongues” (pp. 939–43); “Galatians” (pp. 323–34); “Abraham” (pp. 1–9); “Law” (pp. 529–42); “Judaizers” (pp. 512–16); “Faith” (pp. 285–91); “Adoption, Sonship” (pp. 15–18); “Old Testament in Paul” (pp. 630–42); “Qumran and Paul” (pp. 777–83); “Romans” (pp. 838–50); “Rome and Roman Christianity” (pp. 850–55); “Gentiles” (pp. 335–39); “Adam and Christ” (pp. 9–15); “Christ” (pp. 95–100); “Olive Tree” (pp. 642–44); “Salvation” (pp. 858–62); “Israel” (pp. 441–46); “Justification” (pp. 517–23); “Election and Predestination” (pp. 225–29)

Study Week (18–22 February 2008): No class

Reading: Review and Catch-up (no additional assignments)

Week Six:


Pauline Letters II


Reading: “Philippians” (pp. 707–13); “Households and Household Codes” (pp. 417–19); “Prison, Prisoner” (pp. 752–54); “Hymns, Hymn Fragments” (pp. 419–23); “Pre-Existence” (pp. 743–46); “Joy” (pp. 511–12); “Philemon” (pp. 703–7); “Slave, Slavery” (pp. 881–83); “Servant, Service” (pp. 869–71); “Colossians” (pp. 147–53); “Christology” (pp. 100–115); “Firstborn” (pp. 301–3); “Fullness” (pp. 319–20); “Mysticism” (pp. 623–25); “Principalities and Powers” (pp. 746–52); “Triumph” (pp. 946–54); “Ephesians” (pp. 238–49); “Ephesus” (pp. 249–53); “Prayer” (pp. 725–34); “Body of Christ” (pp. 76–82); “Head, Christ as” (pp. 377–78); “Exaltation and Enthronement” (pp. 275–78); “Grace” (pp. 372–74); “Heaven, Heavenlies, Paradise” (pp. 381–83); “Worship” (pp. 982–91)

Week Seven:


Pauline Letters III


Reading: “Pastor, Paul as” (pp. 654–58); “Pastoral Letters” (pp. 658–66); “Early Catholicism” (pp. 223–25); “Creed” (pp. 190–92); “Apostasy, Falling Away, Perseverance” (pp. 39–45); “Tradition” (pp. 943–45); “Savior” (pp. 867–69); “Son of God” (pp. 900–906) 

Weeks Eight–Nine:


Hebrews and James


Reading: Hebrews: “Angels” (pp. 20–23); “Baptism” (pp. 60–66); “Barnabas” (pp. 66–67); “Benediction, Blessing, Doxology, Thanksgiving” (pp. 68–71); “Covenant and New Covenant” (pp. 179–83); “Curse, Accursed, Anathema” (pp. 199–200); “Liturgical Elements” (pp. 557–60); “Temple” (pp. 923–25); James: “Diaspora” (pp. 211–13); “James and Paul” (pp. 457–61); “Works of the Law” (pp. 975–79)

Week Ten:


Petrines, Jude, and Johannines


Reading: “Peter” (pp. 701–3); “Jesus, Sayings of” (pp. 474–92); “Jesus and Paul” (pp. 492–503); “Restoration of Israel” (pp. 796–805)

Week Eleven:


Revelation and Apocalyptic


Reading: “Apocalypticism” (pp. 25–35); “Creation and New Creation” (pp. 189–90); “Prophecy, Prophesying” (pp. 755–72); “Visions, Ecstatic Experience” (pp. 963–65).

Week Twelve:


Text, Transmission, and Canon of the NT; Final Exam Review


Reading: “Apocryphal Pauline Literature” (pp. 35–37); “Canon” (pp. 85–92); “Textual Criticism” (pp. 927–32)

