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ACADIA DIVINITY COLLEGE

BIBL 6013—INTRODUCTION TO THE FOUR GOSPELS

Professor Craig A. Evans, Ph.D.

Fall Term 2007 (5 Sept – 30 Nov) 

WF 8.30–9.50 AM — Room 201

A.
Course Description: 

This course includes an historical review of New Testament interpretation, the formation of the canon, the intertestamental period, the New Testament world, the Gospels, and the life and teaching of the historical Jesus.

B.
Course Objectives: 

The student who completes this course of study should be able to:

1.
Survey the highlights of the life and teaching of Jesus.

2.
Understand the theological contributions of the Gospel writers.

3.
Communicate the issues surrounding the themes, authorship, theological 


purposes, readership, and context of the Gospels.

4.
Interact with critical approaches and methods in New Testament studies.

5.
Survey the intertestamental history preceding the writing of the NT.

6.
Develop a theology of Christian discipleship.

C.
Requirements of the Course: 

1.
Midterm exam: Friday 19 October 2007 20% 

2.
Textbook Reading Requirement – due: Wednesday 28 November 2007 10% 

3.
Exegesis paper – due: Friday 30 November 2007 40% 

4.
Final Exam (date to be announced): 30% 

Grading will be based on the University’s scale, though there will also be curving.

D.
Textbooks for the Course: 

1.
Green, Joel B., Marshall, I. Howard, and McKnight, Scot, eds. Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. Leicester and Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1992.

2.
Evans, Craig A. Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Vol. 1: Matthew–Luke. Colorado Springs: Cook Publications, 2003.
3.
Evans, Craig A. (ed.) Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Vol. 3: John, Hebrews–Revelation. Colorado Springs: Cook Publications, 2005.

Note: Book 3 will also be used in BIBL 6023 in Winter Term.
E.
Recommended Texts (in the library or ADC office): 

1.
Stein, Robert H. Difficult Passages in the Gospels. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984.

2.
Stein, Robert H. The Synoptic Problem: An Introduction. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987.

3.
Evans, C. A. Fabricating Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the Gospels. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2006.
F.
Related Publications by Professor Evans: 
  1.
“Mark’s Use of the Empty Tomb Tradition,” Studia Biblica et Theologica 8/2 (1978) 50–55.

  2.
“A Note on the Function of Isaiah 6:9–10 in Mark 4,” Revue biblique 88 (1981) 234–35.

  3.
“The Function of Isaiah 6:9–10 in Mark and John,” Novum Testamentum 24 (1982) 124–38.

  4.
“‘Peter Warming Himself’: The Problem of an Editorial ‘Seam’,” Journal of Biblical Literature 101 (1982) 245–49.

  5.
“‘He Set His Face’: A Note on Luke 9:51,” Biblica 63 (1982) 545–48.

  6.
“The Prophetic Setting of the Pentecost Sermon,” Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft 74 (1983) 148–50.

  7.
“The Hermeneutics of Mark and John: On the Theology of the Canonical Gospel,” Biblica 64 (1983) 153–72.

  8.
“On the Vineyard Parables of Isaiah 5 and Mark 12,” Biblische Zeitschrift 28 (1984) 82–86.

  9.
“The Isaianic Background of Mark 4:1–20,” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 47 (1985) 464–68.

10.
Review of Jane Schaberg, The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: The Triadic Phrase in Matthew 28:19b (SBLDS 61; Chico: Scholars Press, 1982) in Journal of Biblical Literature 104 (1985) 731–32.

11.
“Patristic Interpretation of Mark 2:26: ‘When Abiathar was High Priest’,” Vigiliae Christianae 40 (1986) 183–86.

12.
Review of Roger Stronstad, The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1984) in Crux 22/3 (1986) 33–34.

13.
Review of Robert H. Stein, Difficult Passages in the Gospels (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984) in Crux 22/4 (1986) 39–40.

14.
“Luke’s Use of the Elijah/Elisha Narratives and the Ethic of Election,” Journal of Biblical Literature 106 (1987) 75–83.

15.
“‘He Set His Face’: Luke 9:51 Once Again,” Biblica 68 (1987) 80–84.

16.
Review of Jerome Neyrey, The Passion according to Luke: A Redaction Study of Luke’s Soteriology (New York: Paulist, 1985) in Crux 23/1 (1987) 31–32.

17.
Review of Charles Homer Giblin, The Destruction of Jerusalem according to Luke’s Gospel: A Historical-Typological Moral (Analecta Biblica 107; Rome: Pontifical Biblical Press, l985) in Biblica 68 (1987) 127–29.

18.
Review of Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel according to Luke (Anchor Bible Commentary 28 and 28a; Garden City: Doubleday, 1981 and 1985) in Crux 23/3 (1987) 31–32.

19.
Review of David J. Williams, Acts: A Good News Commentary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985) in Crux 24/4 (1988) 18–19.

20.
Luke (NIBC 3; Peabody: Hendrickson, 1990).

21.
“Is Luke’s View of the Rejection of Jesus Anti–Semitic?” in D. D. Sylva (ed.), Reimaging the Death of the Lukan Jesus (Athenäum Monografien: Bonner Biblische Beiträge 73; Frankfurt am Main: Anton Hain, 1990) 29–56, 174–83.

22.
“In What Sense ‘Blasphemy’? Jesus Before Caiaphas in Mark 14:61–64,” in E. H. Lovering (ed.), 1991 Society of Biblical Literature Seminar Papers (SBLSP 30; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1991) 215–34.

23.
“The Old Testament in the Gospels,” Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1992) 579–90.

24.
Luke and Scripture: Essays on the Function of Authoritative Tradition in Luke–Acts (with J. A. Sanders; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993).

25.
“Luke and the Rewritten Bible: Aspects of Lukan Hagiography,” in J. H. Charlesworth and C. A. Evans (eds.), The Pseudepigrapha and Early Biblical Interpretation (JSPSup 14; SSEJC 2; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993) 170–201.

26.
Review of Robert W. Herron, Jr., Mark’s Account of Peter’s Denial of Jesus: A History of Its Inter–pretation (New York and London: University Press of America, 1991) in Critical Review of Books in Religion 6 (1993) 255–56.

27.
Review of Robert H. Gundry, Mark—A Commentary on His Apology for the Cross (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993) in Christian Scholars Review 24 (1994) 87–89; and in Themelios 20.1 (1994) 27.

28.
Editor, with W. R. Stegner, The Gospels and the Scriptures of Israel (JSNTSup 104; SSEJC 3; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1994).

29.
“The Pharisee and the Publican: Luke 18.9–14 and Deuteronomy 26,” in C. A. Evans and W. R. Stegner (eds.), The Gospels and the Scriptures of Israel  (JSNTSup 104; SSEJC 3; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1994) 342–55.

30.
Review of Joel Marcus, The Way of the Lord: Christological Exegesis of the Old Testament in the Gospel of Mark (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1992) in Trinity Journal 15 (1994) 135–38.

31.
Editor, with S. E. Porter, The Synoptic Gospels: A Sheffield Reader (BibSem 31; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1995).

32.
Editor, with S. E. Porter, The Synoptic Gospels: A Sheffield Reader (BibSem 31; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995).

33.
Editor, with S. E. Porter, The Johannine Writings: A Sheffield Reader (BibSem 32; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995).

34.
Editor, with S. E. Porter, The Historical Jesus: A Sheffield Reader (BibSem 33; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995).

35.
“Source, Form and Redaction Criticism: The ‘Traditional’ Methods of Synoptic Interpretation,” in S. E. Porter and D. Tombs (eds.), Approaches to New Testa​ment Study (JSNTSup 120; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995) 17–45.

36.
“Jesus’ Parable of the Tenant Farmers in Light of Lease Agreements from Late Antiquity,” Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha 14 (1996) 65–83.

37.
“The Passion of Jesus: History Remembered or Prophecy Historicized?” Bulletin for Biblical Research 6 (1996) 159–65. [a review–essay of John Dominic Crossan, Who Killed Jesus? Exposing the Roots of Anti–Semitism in the Gospel Story of the Death of Jesus (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1995)]

38.
Review of Graham N. Stanton, Gospel Truth? New Light on Jesus and the Gospels (Valley Forge: Trinity Press International, 1995), in Critical Review of Books in Religion 9 (1996) 278–79.

39.
Review of Marie–Émile Boismard, L’Évangile de Marc: Sa prehistoire (EBib 26; Paris: Gabalda, 1994) in Catholic Biblical 58 (1996) 535–36.
40.
Jesus in Context: Temple, Purity, and Restoration, with B. Chilton (AGJU 39; Leiden: Brill, 1997).

41.
“From ‘House of Prayer’ to ‘Cave of Robbers’: Jesus’ Prophetic Criticism of the Temple Establishment,” in C. A. Evans and S. Talmon (eds.), The Quest for Context and Meaning: Studies in Biblical Intertextuality in Honor of James A. Sanders (BIS 28; Leiden: Brill, 1997) 417–42.

42.
“The Life of Jesus,” in S. E. Porter (ed.), Handbook to Exegesis of the New Testament (NTTS 25; Leiden: Brill, 1997) 427–75.

43.
“Images of Christ in the Canonical and Apocryphal Gospels,” in S. E. Porter, M. A. Hayes, and D. Tombs (eds.), Images of Christ: Ancient and Modern (Roehampton Institute London Papers 2; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997) 34–72.

44.
“Reconstructing Jesus’ Teaching: Problems and Possibilities,” in J. H. Charlesworth and L. L. Johns (ed.), Hillel and Jesus: Comparative Studies of Two Major Religious Leaders (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1997) 397–426.

45.
“Aspects of Exile and Restoration in the Proclamation of Jesus and the Gospels,” in J. M. Scott (ed.), Exile: Old Testament, Jewish, and Christian Conceptions (JSJSup 56; Leiden: Brill, 1997) 299–328.
46.
“A Note on Targum 2 Samuel 5.8 and Jesus’ Ministry to the ‘Maimed, Halt, and Blind’,” Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha 15 (1997) 79–82.

47.
“Authenticating the Words of Jesus,” in C. A. Evans and B. Chilton (eds.), Authenticating the Words of Jesus (NTTS 28/1; Leiden: Brill, 1998) 3–14.

48.
“Authenticating the Activities of Jesus,” in C. A. Evans and B. Chilton (eds.), Authenticating the Activities of Jesus (NTTS 28/2; Leiden: Brill, 1998) 3–29.

49.
“Jesus and Zechariah’s Messianic Hope,” in C. A. Evans and B. Chilton (eds.), Authenticating the Activities of Jesus (NTTS 28/2; Leiden: Brill, 1998) 373–88.

50.
“Jesus and James: Martyrs of the Temple,” in B. Chilton and C. A. Evans (eds.), James the Just and Christian Origins (NovTSup 98; Leiden: Brill, 1999) 233–49.

51.
“Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls,” in P. W. Flint and J. C. VanderKam (eds.), The Dead Sea Scrolls after Fifty Years: A Comprehensive Assessment, vol. II (Leiden: Brill, 1999) 573–98.

52.
“Jesus’ Self–Designation ‘The Son of Man’ and the Origins of His Deification,” in S. T. Davis, D. Kendall, and G. F. O’Collins (eds.), The Trinity: An Interdisciplinary Symposium on the Trinity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999) 29–47.

53.
“The Third Quest of the Historical Jesus: A Bibliographical Essay,” Christian Scholar’s Review 28 (1999) 532–43.

54.
“Did Jesus Predict His Death and Resurrection?” in S. E. Porter, M. A. Hayes, and D. Tombs (eds.), Resurrection (JSNTSup 186; RILP 5; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999) 82–97.

55.
“Mark’s Incipit and the Priene Calendar Inscription: From Jewish Gospel to Greco–Roman Gospel,” Journal of Greco–Roman Christianity & Judaism 1 (2000) 67–81.

56.
“Diarchic Messianism in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Messianism of Jesus of Nazareth,” in L. H. Schiffman, E. Tov, and J. C. VanderKam (eds.), The Dead Sea Scrolls: Fifty Years after Their Discovery. Proceedings of the Jerusalem Congress, July 20–25, 1997 (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society and the Israel Antiquities Authority, 2000) 558–67.

57.
“Mark,” in T. D. Alexander and B. S. Rosner (eds.), New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Leicester and Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2000) 267–73.

58.
Mark 8:27–16:20 (WBC 34b; Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2001).

59.
Editor, with P. Copan, Who Was Jesus? A Jewish–Christian Dialogue (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001).

60.
“The New Quest for Jesus and the New Research on the Dead Sea Scrolls,” in M. Labahn and A. Schmidt (eds.), Jesus, Mark and Q: The Teaching of Jesus and its Earliest Records (JSNTSup 214; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001) 163–83.

61.
“Context, Family and Formation,” in M. Bockmuehl (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Jesus (Cambridge Companions to Religion; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) 11–24.

62.
“Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:2–9,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 240–43.

63.
“Gospel Lesson: Mark 11:1–11,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 265–68.

64.
“Gospel Lesson: Mark 12:28–34,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 269–72.

65.
“Gospel Lesson: Luke 4:14–21,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 322–24.

66.
“Gospel Lesson: Luke 4:21–30,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 325–28.

67.
“Gospel Lesson: Luke 5:1–11,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 328–31.

68.
“Gospel Lesson: Luke 7:11–17,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 348–50.

69.
“Gospel Lesson: John 1:1–14,” in R. E. Van Harn (ed.), The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for Sunday’s Texts. The Third Readings: The Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001) 476–79.

70.
“Jesus’ Rhetoric of Criticism: The Parables against His Friends and Critics,” in S. E. Porter and D. L. Stamps (eds.), Rhetorical Criticism and the Bible (JSNTSup 195; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002) 256–79.

71.
“The Baptism of John in a Typological Context,” in A. R. Cross and S. E. Porter (eds.), Dimensions of Baptism (JSNTSup; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002) 44–70.

72.
Review of A. Reinhartz, Befriending the Beloved Disciple: A Jewish Reading of the Gospel of John (New York: Continuum, 2001), in Theological Studies 63 (2002) 204.

73.
“The Ministry of Jesus in the Gospels,” in R. N. Longenecker (ed.), Community Formation in the Early Church and the Church Today (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2002) 59–72.
74.
The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary. Vol. 1: Matthew—Luke (Colorado Springs: Cook Publications, 2003).

75.
“Jewish Versions of the Gospel of Matthew: Observations on Three Recent Publications,” Mishkan 38 (2003) 70–79.
76.
“How Septuagintal is Isa. 5:1–7 in Mark 12:1–9?” Novum Testamentum 45 (2003) 105–10. [A response by J. S. Kloppenborg is forthcoming.]

77. 
“Jesus and the Ossuaries,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 13 (2003) 21–46.

78.
“Jewish Versions of the Gospel of Matthew: Observations on Three Recent Publications,” Mishkan 38 (2003) 70–79.

79.
“Defeating Satan and Liberating Israel: Jesus and Daniel’s Visions,” Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus 1 (2003) 161–70.

80.
Jesus and the Ossuaries (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2003).

81.
“What Can We Know about the Historical Jesus?” Areopagus Journal 3/4 (2003) 5–13.
82.
“The Gospel of Mark,” in J. D. G. Dunn and J. W. Rogerson (eds.), Eerdmans Com​mentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003) 1064–1103.

83.
“Recent Work in the Synoptic Gospels,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 15 (2005) 111–14.

84.
“Inaugurating the Kingdom of God and Defeating the Kingdom of Satan,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 15 (2005) 49–75.

85.
“Jewish Burial Traditions and the Resurrection of Jesus,” Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus 3 (2005) 187–202.

86.
“The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Jewishness of the Gospels,” Mishkan 44 (2005) 9–17.

87.
“Jesus, John, and the Dead Sea Scrolls: Assessing Typologies of Restoration,” in J. J. Collins and C. A. Evans (eds.), The Dead Sea Scrolls and Christian Origins (Acadia Studies in Bible and Theology; Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2006) 45–62.

88.
“Jesus’ Exorcisms and Proclamation of the Kingdom of God in the Light of the Testaments,” in I. H. Henderson and G. S. Oegema (eds.), The Changing Face of Judaism, Christianity, and Other Greco-Roman Religions in Antiquity (Studien zu den Jüdischen Schriften aus hellenistisch-römischer Zeit 2; Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlags​haus, 2006) 210–33.
89.
“The Life and Teaching of Jesus and the Rise of Christianity,” in J. M. Lieu and J. W. Rogerson (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Biblical Studies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006) 301–16.
90.
“Excavating Caiaphas, Pilate, and Simon of Cyrene: Assessing the Literary and Archaeological Evidence,” in J. H. Charlesworth (ed.), Jesus and Archaeology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006) 323–40.

91.
“The Beginning of the Good News and the Fulfillment of Scripture in the Gospel of Mark,” in S. E. Porter (ed.), Hearing the Old Testament in the New Testament (McMaster New Testament Studies; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006) 83–103.

92.
“The Synoptic Gospels and the Dead Sea Scrolls,” in J. H. Charlesworth (ed.), The Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls: The Princeton Symposium on the Dead Sea Scrolls. Volume Three: The Scrolls and Christian Origins (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2006) 75–95.

93.
“Zechariah in the Markan Passion Narrative,” in T. R. Hatina (ed.), Biblical Interpretation in Early Christian Gospels. Volume I: The Gospel of Mark (LNTS 304; London and New York: T & T Clark International, 2006) 64–80.

94.
“Josephus on John the Baptist and Other Jewish Prophets of Deliverance,” in D. C. Allison, Jr., J. D. Crossan, and A. J. Levine (eds.), The Historical Jesus in Context (Princeton Readings in Religions; Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2006) 55–63.

95.
“Assessing Progress in the Third Quest of the Historical Jesus,” Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus 4 (2006) 35–54.

96.
“Messianic Hopes and Messianic Figures in Late Antiquity,” Journal for Greco-Roman Christianity and Judaism 3 (2006) 9–40.

97.
“¿Qué Debemos Pensar del Evangelio de Judas?” DavarLogos 5 (2006) 87–93.

98.
“Jesus and Justice,” Ex Auditu 22 (2006) 159–75.

99.
“Crucifixion,” in K. D. Sakenfeld et al. (eds.), The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (5 vols., Nashville: Abingdon) 1:806–7.
100.
“Jewish Scripture and the Literacy of Jesus,” in W. H. Brackney and C. A. Evans (eds.), From Biblical Criticism to Biblical Faith (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2007) 41–54.

101.
Matthew (New Cambridge Bible Commentary; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, in preparation).

102.
Mark 1:1–8:26 (WBC 34a; Nashville: Thomas Nelson, in preparation).

G.
Lecture and Assigned Reading Schedule (from Green, Marshall, and McKnight [eds.], Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels): 

Weeks One–Two:

Historical, Social, and Religious Background

Reading: “Archaeology and Geography” (pp. 33–46); “Benefactor” (pp. 58–60); “Christ” (pp. 106–17); “Dead Sea Scrolls” (pp. 137–46); “Divine Man” (pp. 189–92); “Eschatology” (pp. 206–9); “Feasts” (pp. 234–41); “Gentiles” (pp. 259–65); “God” (pp. 270–76); “Gospel (Good News)” (pp. 282–86); “Heaven and Hell” (pp. 307–12); “Hellenism” (pp. 312–17); “Herodian Dynasty” (pp. 317–26); “Israel” (pp. 356–63); “Josephus” (pp. 391–94); “Jubilee” (pp. 396–97); “Judaism” (pp. 398–405); “Justice, Righteousness” (pp. 411–16); “Languages of Palestine” (pp. 434–44); “Midrash” (pp. 544–48); “Old Testament in the Gospels” (pp. 579–90); “Repentance” (pp. 669–73); “Resurrection” (pp. 673–88); “Revolutionary Movements” (pp. 688–98); “Rich and Poor” (pp. 701–10); “Rome” (pp. 710–15); “Samaritans” (pp. 724–28); “Sanhedrin” (pp. 728–32); “Sinner” (pp. 757–60); “Synagogue” (pp. 781–84); “Temple” (pp. 811–17); “Temple Cleansing” (pp. 817–21); “Women” (pp. 880–87).

Week Three:


Gospels as Literature (sources inside and outside of the canon)

Reading: “Canon” (pp. 93–100); “Chreia” (pp. 104–6); “Gospel (Genre)” (pp. 276–82); “Gospels (Apocryphal)” (pp. 286–91); “Jesus in Non-Christian Sources” (pp. 364–68); “Q” (pp. 644–50); “Synoptics and John” (pp. 792–95).

Week Four:


Criticisms and Methods in study of the Gospels

Reading: “Abiathar” (pp. 1–2); “Form Criticism” (pp. 243–50); “Gospels (Historical Reliability)” (pp. 291–97); “Literary Criticism” (pp. 473–81); “Miracles and Miracle Stories” (pp. 549–60); “Myth” (pp. 566–69); “Redaction Criticism” (pp. 662–69); “Rhetorical Criticism” (pp. 698–701); “Sociological Approaches” (pp. 760–66); “Synoptic Problem” (pp. 784–92); “Textual Criticism” (pp. 827–34).

Week Five:


Life and Teaching of the Historical Jesus

Reading: “Abraham” (pp. 3–7); “Apocalyptic Teaching” (pp. 20–27); “Authority and Power” (pp. 50–54); “Blasphemy” (pp. 75–77); “Clean and Unclean” (pp. 125–32); “Commandment” (p. 132–36); “Discipleship” (pp. 182–89); “Divorce” (pp. 192–99); “Ethics of Jesus” (pp. 210–22); “Faith” (pp. 223–26); “Forgiveness of Sins” (pp. 241–43); “Kingdom of God/Heaven” (pp. 417–30); “Last Supper” (pp. 444–50); “Law” (pp. 450–61); “Parable” (pp. 591–601); “Prayer” (pp. 617–25); “Predictions” (pp. 630–33); “Ransom Saying” (pp. 660–62); “Salvation” (pp. 719–24); “Son of Man” (pp. 775–81); “Taxes” (pp. 804–7); “Teacher” (pp. 807–11); “Trial of Jesus” (pp. 841–54); “Triumphal Entry” (pp. 854–59); “Wisdom” (pp. 873–77).


(no class Monday 8 October 2007 — Thanksgiving Day)

Week Six:


Gospel of Mark I

Reading: “Mark, Gospel of” (pp. 512–25); “John the Baptist” (pp. 383–91); “Scribes” (pp. 732–35); “Demon, Devil, Satan” (pp. 163–72).

Weeks Six–Seven:


Gospel of Mark II

Reading: “Disciples” (pp. 176–82); “Family” (pp. 226–29); “Trial of Jesus” (pp. 841–54); “Pontius Pilate” (pp. 615–17); “Death of Jesus” (pp. 146–63); “Burial of Jesus” (pp. 88–92); “Resurrection of Jesus” (pp. 673–88).


(Midterm exam: Friday 19 October 2007)

Week Eight:


Gospel of Matthew

Reading: “‘M’ Tradition” (pp. 511–12); “Matthew, Gospel of” (pp. 526–41); “Sermon and the Mount/Plain” (pp. 735–44); “Hypocrite” (pp. 351–53); “Fasting” (pp. 233–34); “Triumphal Entry” (pp. 854–59).

Weeks Nine–Ten:


Gospel of Luke

Reading: “‘L’ Tradition” (pp. 431–32); “Luke, Gospel of” (pp. 495–510); “Mary’s Song” (pp. 525–26); “Birth of Jesus” (pp. 60–74); “Genealogy” (pp. 253–59);  “Simeon’s Song” (pp. 756–57); “Holy Spirit” (pp. 341–51); “Gentiles” (pp. 259–65); “Jubilee” (pp. 396–97); “Justice, Righteousness” (411–16); “Pharisees” (pp. 609–14); “Prayer” (pp. 617–25); “Gethsemane” (pp. 265–68); “Ascension” (pp. 46–50).


(no class Monday 12 November 2007 — Remembrance Day)

Week Eleven:


Gospel of John

Reading: “John, Gospel of” (pp. 368–91); “Logos” (pp. 481–84);  “Feasts” (pp. 234–41); “Blindness and Deafness” (pp. 81–82); “Judgment” (pp. 408–11); “Lamb of God” (pp. 432–34); “‘I Am’ Sayings” (pp. 354–56); “Life” (pp. 469–73); “Light” (pp. 472–73); “Bread” (pp. 83–86); “Love” (pp. 492–95);  “Truth” (pp. 859–62); “Lazarus” (pp. 461–63).


Textbook reading report due Wednesday 28 November 2007)

Week Twelve:



Wrap up and Final Exam Review


(Exegesis paper due Friday 30 November 2007)

Late Assignment Policy

Late assignments are penalized 2% per day. “The professor has no authority to allow submissions after the last day of classes” (Faculty Meeting Minutes 27 June 2007). Students must consult with the Dean of Students and the professor for extensions beyond the last day of classes. Students should also know that students with incomplete courses are not eligible for the Dean’s List.

About H. Daniel Zacharias

On a few occasions Danny Zacharias (B.A., Providence College; M.Div., M.A., Acadia Divinity College; Ph.D. studies at Highland Theological College and Aberdeen University in Scotland) will take the class when Professor Evans is away. No regularly scheduled class sessions will be cancelled. Mr. Zacharias is an instructor and Information Technology Manager at ADC.

